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Towards THE CALL 

                                

ñAlways give thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  

Ephesians 5:20 

 

Thank You, Lord, for the 16 wonderful years of the ministry of Pastor David Bianchin.  

Thank You, Lord, for the opportunity to praise You and grow in Your Word at First  

Presbyterian Church of Downers Grove. 

ǅǅǅ 
 

ñTeach me to do Your will, for You are my God; may Your good spirit lead me on level ground.ò   

Psalm 143:10 

 

Session is striving to walk on level ground as we begin the first steps in the call process. We 

are entering an exciting time in the life of our church as we occupy new space and seek to call 

a new Pastor to lead us in our journey with Christ. It is a time where we seek to discover 

Godôs will for our church and the level ground our Lord provides is so much needed. 

ǅǅǅ 
 

ñMay the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity among yourselves 

as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  Romans 15:5,6 

ǅǅǅ 
 

God has a plan for our church and each one of us has an important part in that plan. To-

gether we will be shown the plan God has for us as a church and how we as a family of believ-

ers may glorify God. Now is the time to step up and ask what I can do for my church, for my 

Lord. Now is the time to stand firm together in our faith.  God will unveil His plan to us if we 

remain steadfast in Him. 

ǅǅǅ 
 

ñ[Disciples] should always pray and not give up.ò  Luke 18:1 

 

Session is taking the needed steps to transition us into the next phase of our church life and 

the call of a new Pastor. We all need to work/stand/pray together, for we are the church. We 

need to collectively be strong and constant in prayer for each other as we strive to seek Godôs 

direction and clearly hear and obey His voice and His plan for our church. 
ǅǅǅ 
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By Samantha Nelson 

Suburban Life 

 

With construction at First Presby-

terian Church in Downers Grove 

expected to be finished within 

weeks, Associate Pastor Bob Price 

is mostly looking forward to an 

end to the dust. 
 

First Presbyterian broke ground in 

late May for its first major renova-

tion in more than four decades. 

The $1.8 million project upgraded 

the interiorðan elevator, four 

classrooms and a meeting area 

were addedðwhile keeping the 

familiar brick exterior that has 

stood for more than six decades. A 

sprinkler system also was installed 

with a new fire alarm system. 
 

The project has been in the works 

15 years, according to Ken Gerth, 

a church Elder who chairs the 

renovation committee. Requests 

for an elevator to make the build-

ing fully accessible go back twice 

as long. 
 

Despite the dust everywhere, Price 

and Gerth both said church activi-

ties have had little disruption, even 

with work during the Christmas 

season. 

 

ñOn Friday afternoon, sometimes 

they have to physically stop work-

ing at noon so they can clean up so 

that on Sunday weôll have access 

to the facility,ò Gerth said. 
 

Price said working through the 

construction was made easier by 

the support of the church commu-

nity. 
 

ñItôs been invigorating,ò he said. 

ñThe congregation is wonderful.ò 

 
{Printed with permission from the Downers Grove 

Reporter Newspaper} 

 

ǅǅǅ 

Bob Price, Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Downers Grove, shows one of the gathering 

rooms under construction. The interior improvements are nearly complete. 

photo by Erica Benson 

Renovations Add Meeting Space  
for First Presbyterian Church 
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First Presbyterian Church  

FHL Dedication Ceremony  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Sunday, February 10, 2008  
9:30 am Worship  

11:30 am Luncheon  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Please join us to celebrate the dedication  
of the addition to our church building.  

The ceremony will be during the  
Sunday Worship Service  

on February 10th at 9:30 am.  
Reverend Jerry Andrews, Pastor,  

First Presbyterian Church, Glen Ellyn,  
will preside.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

At 11:30, a catered luncheon  
will be served in the Fellowship Hall.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

RSVP (required) to the church office  
by February 3rd .  

Indicate # of persons age 10 and older,  
and # of persons under age 10.  

Phone: 630.968.5432  
E-mail: office@firstpresdg.org   

mailto:mailto:office@firstpresdg.org
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Sunday, Feb 3  ....  Superbowl Party (location TBA) 

Saturday, Feb 16  Paintball @ CPX Sports (leave 
church 10:00 am, arrive back approx 4:00 pm)  

 
Friday, Feb 29  ....  Toby Mac & Jeremy Camp Concert 

@ Congress Theater (leave church 5:30 pm, arrive 
back approx midnight) 

 

 

Check 

these out! 
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This is the day the LORD has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

Psalm 118:24 

The day that we have been 

praying for, hoping for, and plan-

ning for is finally here!  On Feb. 

10th, we will dedicate the new addi-

tion to our building and begin using 

these facilities to the glory of God.  

For some it may seem hard to be-

lieve that it is here and for others it 

has been a long day in coming.   

As we prepare for the fu-

ture, it is good to pause for a mo-

ment to reflect on all who have 

come before us and given their 

time, their talents, and their money 

for the furthering of this congrega-

tion.  This project has been 

dreamed about for more than three 

decades. Now that it has come to 

fruition, these dreams have come 

true.   

A congregation is not de-

fined by one moment in time.  It is 

the culmination of its entire history.  

Some of that history has been diffi-

cult, but it is good for us to remem-

ber that as we celebrate, we are 

celebrating the achievements of not 

only our generation, but the previ-

ous generations as well.  Those 

who have gone before us, who now 

live in eternity with their Lord and 

Savior should be remembered for 

their work.  So take some timeé

ask those who know about the his-

tory of the church, discover the sto-

ries of this congregation.   

We are also in a time of 

transition.  As we prepare for a new 

senior pastor and accomplish all the 

steps in that process, it is good for 

us to remember that the decisions 

we make today will impact future 

generations.  A search for a new 

pastor is an important time for any 

congregation.  Please be praying for 

Session and for those who will 

serve on PNC during this important 

time. 

But for right now, we need 

to celebrate.  I want to thank every-

one who has been involved in this 

project from the very beginning.  I 

want to thank our current FHL crew 

for their many long hours, prayerful 

and (yes even painful) decisions 

that they had to make.  I want to 

thank the construction crews, paint-

ers, electricians and everyone who 

has worked so hard to make this 

day a reality.  Thank you to the 

congregation that has supported 

these efforts and made it through  

all the dust and disarray.   

Many years from now, 

when we are long gone, people will 

continue ministering to others in 

the name of Christ.  They will be 

able to do so because of the faithful 

decisions made by this congrega-

tion during this important time in 

the life of the church.   

To God be the Glory! 

¤ 

 

 

Bob Price, Associate Pastor 

Ash Wednesday comes very early 

this year. Please join us for worship 

on Wednesday, February 6th at 7:30 

pm at St. Luke Presbyterian Church, 

3910 Highland , Downers Grove. 
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All of our homebound members now have a 

deacon to either visit and/or call them.  If 

any church member would like a copy 

of  the homebound member listing, please 

contact Betty Esterly at 630.968.1255 or 

e- mail her at esterlytwin@comcast.net . 

Four of our homebound members have a 

birthday this month; Mary Block, Maxyne 

Hauge, Betty Kenney and Ed Ritter. If 

you would like to send a birthday card to 

one or all of them, please contact Betty 

Esterly and she can provide you more in-

formation.  
ÀÀÀ 

 

The deacons will soon be organizing and 

stocking the supplies in our new Kitchen-

ette by the new Gathering Room. We are 

excited as to how this brand new space 

will help provide hospitality to all who visit 

First Presbyterian Church.  

 

Usher Ministry  
 

Our Heavenly Father faithfully provides many ways 

for us to serve Him and one another.  One way is to 

usher at the Sunday morning worship service. 
 

Ushers are needed every Sunday morning throughout 

the year.  An experienced usher will provide guid-

ance to help make your ushering experience pleas-

ant.  Prior experience is not required although wel-

comed. 
 

To sign up for a Sunday of your choice, please call 

Lori Andrews at 630.985.0118 or e-mail her at 

la.andrews@comcast.net. Better yet - talk with her 

in person after any service. She will be happy to an-

swer any questions you may have. 

Greeter Ministry  
 

Are you a welcoming person? Do you enjoy helping 

people feel comfortable? Are you a people person? 

If you answered ñYesò to any of these, then we ask 

that you consider linking up with  First Presbyterian 

Churchôs Greeters Ministry. Itôs so easy! And you 

can do it on Sunday mornings when youôre already 

here for worship. 
 

Please prayerfully consider how God may be calling 

you to serve in this important Sunday morning min-

istry. 
 

Pam Wise is the go-to person. Just give her a call  

at 630.968.4724 or drop her a note at  

wisepamib@sbcglobal.net.  

Opportunities for Serving  

Deacon News 

Vacation Bible 

School  
 

Monday through Friday  

 

June 16 - 20 

 

Details to followé. 

mailto:mailto:esterlytwin@comcast.net
mailto:mailto:la.andrews@comcast.net
mailto:mailto:wisepamib@sbcglobal.net
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Session members met the 

weekend of January 11th at 

the Blackhawk Presby-

teryôs Stronghold Confer-

ence Center to discuss and 

plan for the coming 

months at First Presbyte-

rian Church.  The week-

end was a mixture of seri-

ous discussions about the 

calling of a new Pastor 

and an opportunity to 

strengthen the bonds of 

Session.  On the agenda  

Friday night was a series 

of  exercises and ógamesô 

aimed at learning more 

about one another and 

building a positive team 

spirit.  Saturday began 

with Devotions and break-

fast and then moved into 

discussions revolving 

around questions 

of interim ministry, Ses-

sionôs role in the interim 

process, Eldership and  

the PNC process.  The 

conversations were very 

open and honest with 

many viewpoints and 

ideas being shared.   A 

common direction/thought 

was pervasive in all our 

discussions and that is; 

yes we have tremendous 

challenges ahead of us. 

However, if we view them 

as opportunities to glorify 

God, we realize what an 

exciting time our Church 

is entering.  The retreat 

was brought to a close 

with an exhilarating time 

of worship together. 

Prayer Meeting 

Saturday, February 2, 6:00 pm 

 

We invite you to a special time of prayer for our 

church.  We will meet in the sanctuary and bring our 

praises, joys, concerns and supplications before the 

Lord.  We invite everybody from all ages to come to 

this special time.  This is an important time in the life 

of our congregation and we must meet it with prayer. 

Upcoming Sermons 

 

Feb 3   Jeremiah 40:1-12    Bob Price 

Feb 10   Dedication    Jerry Andrews 

Feb 17      Vicky Wilcox 

Feb 24   Mark 9:2-13    Bob Price 
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Thank you to all who have come out 
for First Presbyterianõs regular monthly 

gathering of òSecond Friday.ó We 
have enjoyed wonderful fel-
lowship together as well as 
the special events and pres-
entations by various people 
and community groups. As 
much as we have all treas-
ured these special times 
shared together, Second  
Friday gatherings are ôon holdõ until fur-
ther notice. A very special THANK YOU 
goes to George and Jane Rendall , who 
tirelessly planned and orchestrated for 
the church many occasions for great pot 
luck dinners and a wide variety of inter-
esting presentations that gave us many 
wonderful memories for years to come!  

¤ 

First Presbyterian Church reaches their 

arms out in love to the family and 

friends of Charles Dickerman who 

passed away on December 26, 2007. A 

memorial service was held in January.  

¤ 

Fern Schmidt, a long-time First Presbyterian 

Church member, passed away on December 26, 

2007. We offer our prayers and support to both 

the family and friends of Fern. 

¤ 

To Rick Kaleel and family, First Presbyterian 

Church expresses condolences and offer prayers 

and support for the loss of Rickôs father, 

Theodore, who passed away recently. 

People Weôve Known and Loved To Our Wonderful Church Family ñ 
 

On behalf of the family of Charles Dicker-
man, I would like to thank all of you for 
the care and support you have given us 
during the past five months. We really 
appreciate all your love and prayers. 
Thank you, too, for the beautiful Memo-
rial Service, and the reception which  
followed. We are especially indebted to 
Pastor Bob and to the Deacons for all 
their help at this time. Words can never 
express our gratitude.  

 

Sincerely,  
Barbara Dickerman   

Mexico Information Meeting  

Sunday, Feb 17 ñFollowing Worship  

Once again, the church is sponsoring a trip to 

Juarez, Mexico to work with Pasos de Fe.  The 

trip will be July 26 - August 2 .  We will be 

working with Monte Sion, a Presbyterian 

Church that operates a Day Care Center out-

side of Juarez for some of the poorest people 

in the region.  The cost is $400 for youth  and 

$800 for adults .  Please attend the meeting 

to find out more information.   

¤ 
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~ February Birthdays ~  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Feb 3 Maxyne Hauge 
Feb 3 Ed Ritter 
Feb 4 Pamela Repking 
Feb 4 Nancy Simon 
Feb 6 Anne Barry 
Feb 7 Dorothy Sindelar 
Feb 8 Andrew Brown 
Feb 8 David Dutch 
Feb 8 Owen Price 
Feb 9 Wally Kleppner 
Feb 9 Selma Wenger 
Feb 11 Aaron Shelan 
Feb 12 Ethan Petro 
Feb 15 Betty Kenney 
Feb 17 Nicholas Campione 
Feb 20 Sydney Schoolcraft 
Feb 21 Abigail Price 
Feb 22 Leslie Harrison 
Feb 24 Mary Block 
Feb 26 Duane Bradley 

If we have inadvertently left your name off these 

listings, and you wish to be on them or you find 

a correction needed, please notify the church 

office. Thank you! 

~ February Anniversaries ~  

Feb 6  Gordon and Allene Rondeau  

Feb 20  Tom and Cindy Walthour 

Feb 21  Jeff and Lori Laczynski 

 

Sunday Worship Service  

9:30 am  

Phone: 630-968-5432 

Fax: 630-968-7498 

E-mail: office@firstpresdg.org 

www.firstpresdg.org 
 

Sunday School &  
Adult Education Classes  

11:00 am 

Staff  

Bob Price  
Associate Pastor 

bob@firstpresdg.org 
 

Vicky Wilcox  
Seminary Intern 

vlswilcox@comcast.net 
 

Reverend Paul Salansky  
Pastor Emeritus 

 
Janice Widner  

Office Coordinator 
janice@firstpresdg.org 

 
Ben Buckley  

Choir/Worship Director 
benjamin.j.buckley@gmail.com 

 
Barbara Dickerman  

Organist 
highlandpipers@att.com 

 
Marilee Price  

Pianist 
kinderhug@sbcglobal.net 

 
Jim Gray  
Treasurer 

irman968@aol.com 
 

Duane Bradley  
Financial Secretary 

duane@bradley5.org 
 

Ken Webster, Jr.  
Custodian 

mailto:mailto:www.firstpresdg.org
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L.E.A.D. 2008  
Leadership, Education and Development for the Whole Church  

 

McCormick Theological Seminary and the Presbytery of Chi-
cago are sponsoring "L.E.A.D. 2008: Educating the Whole 
Church," led by keynote speaker Rodger Nishioka , Assistant 
Professor of Education at C0lumbia Theological Seminary, on 
March 1, 2008, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.  Offering dozens of work-
shops, the annual event is one of the single largest Presbyterian 
clergy and layperson training events hosted in the Chicago area. 
This year, McCormick and the Presbytery of Chicago have part-
nered with host site First Presbyterian Church, 302 N. Dunton Ave, Arlington 
Heights, 60004. 847.255.5900.  
 

Questions regarding registration? Call 773.947.6282 or 773.947.6283. Or reg-
ister securely online at www.mccormick.edu. Click on ñContinuing Edò and follow 
the simple LEAD Registration instructions.  

What is unique about the Presbyterian church? 

Presbyterians are distinctive in two major ways: they adhere to a pattern of religious thought known as  

Reformed theology and a form of government that stresses the active, representational leadership of both  

ministers and church members. 

Reformed Theology 

Theology is a way of thinking about God and God's relation to the world. Reformed theology evolved  

during the 16th century religious movement known as the Protestant Reformation. It emphasizes God's  

supremacy over everything and humanity's chief purpose as being to glorify and enjoy God forever. 

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expresses the faith of the Reformed tradition.  

Central to this tradition is the affirmation of the majesty, holiness, and providence of God who  

creates, sustains, rules, and redeems the world in the freedom of sovereign righteousness and love.  

Related to this central affirmation of God's sovereignty are other great themes of the Reformed  

tradition. 

¶ The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation. 

¶ Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word of God. 

¶ A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God's creation. 

¶ The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls the people of God to 

work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of 

God. (Book of Order, G-2.0500) 

This Is Your Church 
{Excerpts from www.pcusa.org} 

mailto:mailto:www.mccormick.edu


For latest additions, corrections and future events, visit 

our website calendar at www.firstpresdg.org. 
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  ~ FEBRUARY 2008 ~   

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
No Scheduled 
Events 

2 
8:30 AM  Quilt Guild 
9:00 AM  Life  
Singers 
6:00 pm Prayer 
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Call & 

Caper Club 

Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian ChurchðIf your meeting or event is not 
listed on this calendar, or if what is listed is incorrect or has been changed recently, 
please notify the church office as soon as possible. It is our desire to help you avoid any 
potential conflict in scheduling. You can also access calendar information months out by 
visiting our website at www.firstpresdg.org and clicking on ñCalendarò.  Additional details 
are provided to you by clicking on the individual events. 

3 
Communion 
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
11:00 AM  LIFE Group 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
2:00 PM  Rest Haven 

5:00 PM  Superbowl-Youth 

4 
6:30 PM  Deacon's 
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  Life  
Singers 
7:30 PM  LIFE 

Group 

5 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
1:30 PM  Circle 2 
7:00 PM  LIFE 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 
7:30 PM  LIFE 

Group 

6 
Ash Wednesday  
7:30 PM Ash 
Wednesday Service 
St. Luke Presbyte-
rian, Downers 
Grove 

7 
12:00 PM  Chat 'n 
Chew 
3:45 PM  Bible 
Study 

7:30 PM  Circle 5 

8 
Second Friday 
óon holdô until 

further notice.  

9 
9:00 AM  Life  

Singers 

10 
Dedication Ceremony Sunday 
First Sunday of Lent  
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship/Dedication 
11:30 Luncheon Celebration  
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

11 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  LIFE 
Group 
7:00 PM  Life  
Singers 
7:30 PM  Property 

Management 

12 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 

Anonymous 

13 
1:00 PM  Circle 3 

7:30 PM  Choir 

14 
Valentineôs Day 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

15 
Newsletter  
Deadline 

16 
9:00 AM  Life  
Singers 

10:00 AM Paintball 

17 
Second Sunday of Lent  
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
11:00 AM  LIFE Group 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
1:00 PM  Life Singers 
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

18 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  Life  
Singers 
7:30 PM  LIFE 

Group 

19 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM  LIFE 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 
Anonymous 
7:30 PM  LIFE 

Group 

20 
7:00 PM  Session 

7:30 PM  Choir 

21 
9:30 AM  Circle 4 
1:00 PM  Circle 1 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

22 
7:00 PM  Life  

Singers 

23 
7:30 PM  Life  

Singers 

24 
Third Sunday of Lent  
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
11:00 AM  LIFE Group 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
2:00 PM  Cub Scout Pack 85 
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

25 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  LIFE 

Group 

26 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 

Anonymous 

27 
7:30 PM  Choir 

7:30 PM  Quilt Guild 

28 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

29 
Women's Retreat 
8:30 AM Quilt 
Guild 
5:30 PM Concert - 

Youth 

1 
8:00 AM  LEAD 
Conference 2008 
Women's Retreat 
8:30 AM  Quilt Guild 
7:00 PM  Call & 

Caper Club 

mailto:mailto:www.firstpresdg.org
mailto:mailto:www.firstpresdg.org
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First Presbyterian Church  

of Downers Grove 

¶ Dynamic worship of God 
¶ Vigorous study of His Word 
¶ Loving care for one another 
¶ Commitment to His work in our 
community and throughout the world 

¶ Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ 
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 ~ In This Issue ~ 

Please submit news, events and articles to  

office@firstpresdg.org by Friday, February 15th , 2008, 

 for the March Issue of ñThe Tie That Binds.ò 

If you are aware of any address changes or corrections, 

please contact the church office.  Thank You! 

ñBuilding Believers in Christ; Serving Others as Christò 

First Presbyterian Church  


