
ñIf you have raced with men on foot and they have wearied you,  

how will you compete with horses?ò 
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seek after their own pleasures and 

their own lives.  They were spiritually 

out of shape and God called them on 

it.  How could they expect to run with 

the óbig boysô if they couldnôt keep 

up with the lightweights?  

 This is an important question 

for us during this time.  Donôt we 

want to órun with horses?ô  Donôt we, 

as a congregation, want to soar to 

new heights?  Donôt we want to see 

this church powerfully used for the 

Kingdom? Donôt we want to see peo-

ple saved and addictions cured?  

Donôt we want to see the power of the 

Spirit unleashed in new and awesome 

ways? 

 If we want to see this, we 

need to make sure that we keep our-

selves committed to excellence.  We 

must commit ourselves to excellence 

in Christian discipleship, in worship, 

and in our work.  Now is not the time 

to give up or give in.  Now is the time 

to roll up our sleeves and get to work.  

 This January we will be study-

ing the prophet Jeremiah.  Every Sun-

day we will focus on a different as-

pect of the prophet.  Sermon texts 

with study and reflection questions 

will be available for use in small 

groups.  I highly recommend reading 

through Jeremiahôs book as well as  

(Continued on page 2) 

We have been through 

a great deal as a con-

gregation in the past 

year, especially in the 

last few months.  We 

have seen the con-

struction project begin 

and near completion.  

We have said goodbye to Pastor Dave 

after 16 years of service.  We are now 

in a new season and a new time.  The 

possibilities seem endless as we look 

to the future.  

 And here is where the danger 

lies.  I have seen several congrega-

tions on the brink of breaking out 

when they simply gave up.  The peo-

ple became tired, wearied.  They no 

longer strove for excellence and the 

vital energy they needed.  We must 

not allow that to happen to us. 

 In the verse cited above, 

Jeremiah asks the question, ñHow will 

you compete with horses?ò  Euguene 

Peterson wrote extensively about this 

verse and the prophet Jeremiah in his 

book, Run With the Horses.  Peterson 

stresses the importance that Jeremiah 

places on maintaining excellence in 

your Christian life.  Jeremiah lived in 

a time when people were simply giv-

ing up.  They had had enough of this 

óGodô thing.  They no longer wanted 

to pursue holiness and they wanted to 

Pastor Bob Price 



FHL Update 

During December the sprinkler system was 
installed in the Sanctuary and painted. The 
church pews were moved twice to make room 
for the lift that was used for this huge 
task. This work was scheduled so that we 
were able to use the Sanctuary for worship 
each Sunday without interruption. Drywall 
was installed and painted in almost all new 
areas. The drop ceiling grid work was installed 
in all areas except the new lower lobby and 
classroom. The new main doors will be 
installed this month. The elevator was 
installed, but is not in use until final inspection.  
 

In January the remaining work will move fast. 
The electricians have completed the rough-in 
work and have pulled almost all the wires and 
are installing switches, receptacles and light 
fixtures. The HVAC crew will install the final 
duct vents in the ceiling. The sprinkler crew 
will finish installing the sprinkler heads in the 
finished ceiling as well. Carpet, floor tiles and 
kitchen cabinets will be installed. Since the 
project is on track to be completed by the end 
of January, the Dedication Ceremony is set for 
February 10th .  Watch for details in next 
month's newsletter.  
 

Thank you to all who helped paint, provided  
food for the painters, helped make color 
selections and most importantly, prayed for 
and supported our building project. If you visit 
the church building during the week, please 
say THANK YOU to our wonderful 
construction crew. They have done a great job 
and have been very considerate while working 
at our church.   
 
In Christ, 
FHL Committee 
Ken Gerth, Cathy Brady, Jake Esterly, 
Jack Force, Rick Hessel, Bob Jensen, 
Martha Miller 
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reading through Eugene Petersonôs book, Run 

With the Horses.  We have a few copies of this 

book available at the church.  Please contact the 

church office if you are interested in reading one 

of these copies. 

 Jeremiah is the most honest of  the proph-

ets.  He struggled with his relationship with God 

at points.  And yet, he is one of the most passion-

ate preachers of Godôs Word that there has ever 

been.  Against great odds, Jeremiah stood strong.  

I hope that we can learn a great deal from his ex-

ample. 

 In closing, let me just say that I have been 

very impressed in watching this congregation in 

the midst of this transition.  We have been able to 

honor Daveôs work among us and, at the same 

time, we have been able to look towards the fu-

ture.  Things are changing and sometimes 

changes of this magnitude can be frightening.  I 

have sensed that the congregation is excited 

about the possibilities that God has in store for 

us.  It is good to be excited.  Now is the time that 

we need to get in shape.  Now is the time we 

need to look forward to ñrunning with the 

horses.ò   

(Continued from page 1) 

Congregational Meeting  
This yearõs annual Congregational Meeting 

will be held on Sunday, January 27th, at 

10:45 am , following our time of worship 

together. At this time, the Session of 

First Presbyterian Church will present the 

ministry/budget plan for the new year and 

be available for any questions you may 

have. Please mark your calendars to stay 

for about a half hour to listen to how your 

tithes and offerings will be put to good use 

for the Kingdom of God in 2008.  



January 2008 Page 3 

STEPS IN THE CALL PROCESS 
 

Pastor leaves and Session selects Interim Pastor with approval of Presbytery 
 

¶ Presbyteryôs Committee on Ministry (COM) assigns representative to resource the staff change process 

¶ Departing Pastor and Congregation process separation issues 

¶ Interim Pastor selected by Session and begins Ministry 

Session begins self-assessment process 
 

¶ Study of Congregation and its Mission takes place 

¶ Groundwork laid for completing Church Information Form (CIF) 

Congregation elects Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) 
 

¶ Committee on Ministry gives approval to proceed with election of PNC 

¶ Slate of nominees prepared 

¶ Special meeting of the Congregation called for election 

PNC begins its work 
 

¶ Church Information Form (CIF) completed 

¶ Session and COM approval given 

¶ CIF listed on Church Leadership Connection System (electronic listing) 

¶ Search process formally begins 

PNC conducts national open search for candidate 
 

¶ Dossiers or Personal Information Forms (PIFs) read and evaluated 

¶ Potential candidates are considered after clearance by COM 

¶ With Approval of COM, one nominee is selected to be presented to the Congregation 

Congregates vote to call Pastor 
 

¶ Nominee presented for vote 

¶ Pastor called by Congregation, approved and Installed by Presbytery 

 

 

 



On Friday, January 11th, we have the privilege of hearing from and getting acquainted with 

our State Representative, Patricia R. ñPattiò Bellock. Patti represents the 47th District and 

will provide us with a presentation entitled ñThe State of the Stateò. 
 

Patti has her fingers if every pie, so to speak, as her interests are many and varied. From 

mental health, MRSA infection control, Amber Alert, medical malpractice, legislation, help-

ing create jobs in Illinois and numerous others. She has received awards for business issues, 

improving long term care and health care. Her focus on womenôs issues earned her the 

honor ñIllinois Women Making a Difference.ò 
 

Come enjoy the fellowship together and become better informed. Be ready for the primary 

election. Come listen to Patti and learn whatôs really going on in Illinois. Weôll begin the 

evening with our usual great pot luck dinner at 6:30 pm and the program will follow at 7:30.  

Contact Jane Rendall with any questions you may have. 

Second FridayðñA Place to Belong!ò 
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Deacon News 

The Deacons of First Pres. provided 

"goody bags" for homebound members 

and delivered them personally during 

December as a way of showing that 

they are thought of and cared for by 

our Church, especially during this sea-

son. 

~~~~~~~~ 
 

Christmas presents for a needy family 

were wrapped at the December meet-

ing.  They were personally delivered to 

the family during the week of Decem-

ber ninth.  

~~~~~~~~ 

Thanks to the nearly 60 Carolers 

who turned out on December16th 
for our outreach at 

Rest Ha- ven.  The 
"Choir" was in fine 

voice that night under 
the skillful direction of  

Mark "Jingle Bell " Betczynski  

and Bob "O Come Emmanuel" 

Price.  The residents of Rest Haven 
were very appreciative of our per-
formance and it was heartwarming 
to see the youth of the church min-
gling and talking with these wonder-
ful folks after the songs were over.  
It was then back to the Church for 

hot chocolate, treats and fellowship.  
The overall consensus wasð 

ñLet's do it again next year!ò 
 



14th Annual Womenôs Retreat 
 

Calling all women!  

You are invited to First Presbyterian 14th Annual Womenôs Retreat! 

Where? - Lake Geneva Conference Center, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. 
 

When? - February 29 to March 2, 2008. 
 

Topic This Yearð 

ñSpiritual Friendshipò  
Featuring Author and Speaker  

Mindy Caliguire 
 

The weekend retreat will introduce principles of friendship that bring focus to our spiritual 

lives. Weôll discover what it means to have a rich, God-centered relationship with other  

believers that will nourish your soul. 
 

The retreat begins with dinner on Friday and concludes on Sunday after lunch. Saturday  

afternoon is open for shopping, conversation, crafts, rest and relaxation. You can even go 

sleddingðwith or without snow! 
 

Please come and join us for this wonderful weekend together! 
 

Registration fee is $135 if turned in by January 29th.  

Late registration is $145.  

Fee includes lodging and six meals. 
 

Contact Lorri Yahoudy at 630.719.1064 for more details. 
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Staff  Title  Phone # E-mail address 

Robert Price Associate Pastor 963-6428 bob@firstpresdg.org 

Janice Widner Office Coordinator 968-5432 janice@firstpresdg.org 

Jim Gray Treasurer 968-4633 irman968@aol.com 

Cathy Brady Assistant Treasurer 985-1658 cathy.brady@gmail.com 

Duane Bradley Financial Secretary 739-6748 duane@bradley5.org 

Ben Buckley 
Choir & Worship Team 

Director 
287-5517 benjamin.j.buckley@gmail.com 

Barbara Dickerman Organist 969-0455 highlandpipers@aol.com 

Marilee Price Pianist 963-6428 rm2price@localnet.com 

Vicki Wilcox  Seminary Intern (708) 447-6049 vlswilcox@comcast.net 

Ken Webster Custodian 969-9029   

First Presbyterian Church is pleased to have so many dedicated people who are willing to serve  
the needs of the church in the many and varied ways that they do. Listed on the following charts are 
the individuals who have stepped up and said ñYesò to helping provide for the specific needs in the 
categories noted. These people would like for you to know that they are here for you. If you have any 
questions, suggestions, needs or concerns, this listing will help get you directed rightly in having those 
concerns addressed. 
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Sunday 11:00 am 
Marc Hilt 

 Michelle Miller 

630-271-9383 

630-515-8643 
Meets in Church 

Sunday 6:30 pm Judy Hessel 630-964-6526 Bolingbrook 

Monday 7:00 pm Lew Campione 
630-964-3638 

(Stec)  Downers Grove 

Monday 7:30 pm Jim Gray 630-968-4633 Downers Grove 

Tuesday 7:00 pm Jeanne Wilim 630-810-4116 Westmont 

Tuesday 7:30 pm Anne Gerth 630-964-1788  Downers Grove 

Wednesday 7:30 pm Charlotte Ewing 630-985-8472 Woodridge 

Thursday 7:00 pm Wendy Meador 630-963-3794 Downers Grove 

 

Below is a revised list of LIFE Groups.  For more information, contact Jeanne Wilim at 630-810-4116. 

 



 

Elders Ministry  Phone # E-mail address 

Mark Betczynski 09 Worship 910-1472 betczynski@sbcglobal.net 

Cathy Brady 08 FHL 985-1658 cathybrady@gmail.com 

Dave Dutch 10 Communications 964-8512 ddutch71@comcast.net 

Ken Gerth 10 Property Management 964-1788 gerth4902@comcast.net 

Judy Hessel 09 Congregational Care 964-6526 jhessel@ivpress.com 

Marc Hilt 08  Personnel 271-9383 mhilt@umich.edu 

Lori Laczynski 09 Finance/Stewardship 963-2425 lori.laczynski@comcast.net 

Ken Wagner 08 Missions 920-8102 kenawagner@aol.com 

Lynnette Walko 09 C.E. Childrenôs Ministries 910-7907 l_walko@hotmail.com 

Jeanne Wilim 10 C.E. Adult Ministries 810-4116 jeannealbert99@hotmail.com 

Pam Wise  08 
Welcoming/Outreach/

Events 
968-4724 wisepamib@sbcglobal.net 

Lorri Yahoudy  08  Clerk of Session 719-1064 lorriyah@comcast.net 

 

Deacons Position Phone # E-mail address 

Janice Braun 08 

Chairperson ,Co-Coord. 

Rest Haven, Sunday Re-

freshments Coordinator 

969-1606 braunjanice@sbcglobal.net 

Russ Agnew 09   968-2538 russaa@worldnet.att.net 

Lori Andrews 09 Usher Coordinator 985-0118 la.andrews@comcast.net 

Elizabeth Stec 09 Co-Visitation Coordinator 964-3638 fess00@sbcglobal.net 

Darlene Campione 10 
Vice Chairperson,  

Treasurer 
960-0764 darlenecampione@remax.net 

Amy/Andy Cottrell  08  Secretary 961-5893 cottrell9707@sbcglobal.net 

Elizabeth Esterly 08 
Homebound Visitation 

Coordinator 
968-1255 esterlytwin@comcast.net 

Carol Ann Fatora 10   963-1408 paulfatora@sbcglobal.net 

Sara Kaleel  10   964-0662  sarakaleel@yahoo.com  

Dan Murray 10   515-8377  dan.murray@sbcglobal.net  

Tom Salansky 09   964-3825  pdc317@aol.com  
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First Presbyterian Church has been volunteering at the DuPage P.A.D.S. shelter 

for the homeless located at the First Congregational Church in Downers Grove 

for many years now.  We provide staffing throughout the night and a hot, hearty 

breakfast for about 50 guests.  This year we cooked scrambled eggs, sausage, 

bacon and French toast, as well as desserts for the dinner meal the night before. 

First Pres members gave donations toward the food we provided for them. 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in helping provide and prepare hot, nour-

ishing meals for those in need and for supervising through the long night hours.  

We could not have done it without you. First Presô role with P.A.D.S. is finished 

for this season, but we will be looking for more willing volunteers for the fall of 

2008. There are many ways in which you can help toward this worthy cause, 

and itôs never too early to prayerfully consider your potential involvement.  

Contact Carol McKane for more details. 

 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 

Assisting the Homeless of DuPage at P.A.D.S. 

Grateful thanks for the many who stayed after the worship service on 

Sunday, December 9, to be present for the Farewell Potluck and Pro-

gram in honor of Dave and Julie Bianchin. About 150 people attended, as a 

way to say "THANKS" for their 16 years of ministry among us here at First Pres. I 

owe thanks to Kenny Webster for not only setting up tables and chairs, but for fixing 

the oven that wasn't working and for figuring out why one coffee pot didn't work! 

What would we do without him? There are a multitude of other people to whom I 

owe a huge debt of gratitude for helping with set up, serving, and clean up; I will not 

name names for fear I will forget someone, but you know who you are, and I know 

God will whisper in your hearts: "Well done, faithful servant." 

 

With a grateful heart for everyone's help, 

Judy Hessel 

Congregational Care 



~ January Birthdays ~  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jan 1 Alexandria Salansky 
Jan 2 Camille Kozacek 
Jan 5 Marsha Barnish 
Jan 5 Anthony Kozacek 
Jan 6 Ann Graham 
Jan 6 Ryan Sobolewski 
Jan 7 Barbara Dickerman 
Jan 9 Jack Smith 
Jan 10 Dan Murray 
Jan 11 Dave Bianchin 
Jan 12 Emma Repking 
Jan 12 Kenneth Webster 
Jan 13 Tim Webster 
Jan 14 Dennis Wyent 
Jan 15 Heather Murray 
Jan 17 Jack Cottrell 
Jan 17 Thomas Walthour 
Jan 18 Richie Wilim 
Jan 19 Marc Hilt 
Jan 20 Jeffrey Walko 
Jan 21 Amy Cottrell 
Jan 21 Jennifer Whittington 
Jan 21 Shirley Wyent 
Jan 25 Matthew Laczynski 
Jan 25 Mary Elizabeth Reynolds 
Jan 27 Connor Crouch 
Jan 27 Christen Whittington 
Jan 30 June Bradley 
Jan 30 John Harden 
Jan 31 Frances Luczak 
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Youth Group News for January 2008  

Youth Group  gets back in action starting January 6 th !  We 

hope that you have had a great vacation and are ready to 

get back in the swing of things.  

 

Thursday afternoon Bible study starts again on Jan. 10 th  

at Caribou at 3:45 PM.  Please join us, even if you havenõt 

been there before.  

 

January 21 st  is our MLK Paintball Day at Challenge Park in 

Joliet.  Please come with us for a day of fun and adven-

ture.  We will be leaving here at about 10:00 in the morn-

ing and arriving back at 4:00.  Youth are responsible for 

lunch and paintball rentals.  Please contact Pastor Bob for 

more information and a waiver.  Even if you have never 

paintballed before, come on check it out!  

 

January 27 th  will be our ôRock Climbingõ night at Vertical  

Endeavors.  Please join us for a night of team building and 

high heights!  Cost will be $20 a person.  

Do yoo hav an eye for detaile  

of the writen word?  
 

Janice Widner, Office Coordinator, is seeking the help  

of a volunteer (or two!) to proofread both regular and  

occasional documents produced in the office of the 

church, especially the monthly newsletter. If you are  

interested and wish to know more about this office  

ministry, please call Janice at the church office or e -mail 

her at janice@firstpresdg.org. She will be able to answer 

any questions you may have.  

THANK YU!!  ƽ 

Finance Reports for 2007 

Anyone needing to submit a Finance Report, please turn 

them into the office no later than Monday, January 14th. 

Reports will then be processed for copying and made 

available to church members by the following Sunday. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

If we have inadvertently left your name off 

this birthday listing, and you wish to be on 

it, or you find a correction needed, please 

notify the church office. Thank you! 

ǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅǅ 
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Run With the Horses  
 

òFor I know the plans I have for you,ó declares the Lord,  
òplans to prosper you and not to harm you,  

plans to give you hope and a future.ó Jeremiah 29:11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jeremiah 29:11 is a favorite verse of many people.  It is encouraging to know that God does have a plan for each of 
our lives and that His plans are to prosper us and give us a hope and a future.ó 
 
Out of all the prophets, we know the most about Jeremiahõs personal and private life.  He lived just before the  
Exile (586 BC) and experienced many of the great struggles of the people of Israel.  Among the things we know 
about Jeremiah are the following: 
 
He was a young prophet, having been called by God in his youth (1:6).  So he spoke from experience when he said 
that it is good for a man to bear the yoke in his youth, the yoke both of service and affliction (Lam 3:27). 
 
He was a reproving  prophet.  He was sent in Godõs name to tell Jacob of their sins and to warn them of the  
judgments of God that were coming upon them. 
 
He was a weeping  prophet.  He was a mournful spectator of the sins of his people and of the desolating  
judgments that were coming upon them. 
 
He was a suffering  prophet.  He was persecuted by the Chaldeans, his own people and even his own family.  He 
lived and preached just before the Chaldean invasion of Israel, in an age when the people had fallen away from 
the Lord, much like in the time of Jesus. 
 
In Jeremiah 29:12-13 we read òthen you shall call upon Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you.   
And you shall seek me, and find me, when you shall search for me with all your heart.ó  May God give us a spirit of 
prayer. 

[[[[[[[ 
 
During the month of January, Pastor Bob will be preaching from the book of Jeremiah.  He will make available  
the sermons and has prepared questions each week for further study.  If this is something you would like to study in 
greater depth personally or in your LIFE Groups, be sure to pick up a copy of the notes in church on Sundays  
during this five week study.  There are also copies of the book Run With the Horses, by Eugene Peterson, available 
as well.  If you are interested in acquiring any of these resources, please contact the church office. 



For latest additions, corrections and future events, visit 

our website calendar at www.firstpresdg.org. 
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                         JANUARY 2008   

 

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

30 
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 

9:30 AM  Worship 

31 1 
New Year's Day  
Offices Closed 

2 3 
12:00 PM  Chat 'n 
Chew 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

4 5 
9:00 AM  Life  
Singers 
7:00 PM  Call & 

Caper Club 

6 
Epiphany/Communion 
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
2:00 PM  Rest Haven 
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

7 
6:30 PM  Deacon's 
Meeting 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  Life  
Singers 
7:30 PM  LIFE 

Group 

8 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 

Anonymous 

9 
1:00 PM  Circle 3 

7:30 PM  Choir 

10 
3:45 PM  Bible 
Study 

7:30 PM  Circle 5 

11 
5:00 PM  2nd  

Friday 

12 
9:00 AM  Life  

Singers 

13 
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

14 
Finance Report 
Deadline 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  Life  

Singers 

15 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM LIFE 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 

Anonymous 

16 
7:00 PM  Session 

7:30 PM  Choir 

17 
9:30 AM  Circle 4 
1:00 PM  Circle 1 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

18 
Newsletter Deadline 

19 
9:00 AM  Life  
Singers 
7:00 PM  Call & 

Caper Club 

20 
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

21 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  Life  
Singers 
7:30 PM  LIFE 

Group 

22 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 

Anonymous 

23 
7:30 PM  Choir 
7:30 PM  Quilt 

Guild 

24 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

25 26 
9:00 AM  Life  

Singers 

27 
9:00 AM  Prayer Meeting 
9:30 AM  Worship 
10:45 AM  Congregational 
Meeting 
11:00 AM  Sunday School 
5:00 PM  Excel 

7:00 PM  Oneway 

28 
7:00 PM  Boy Scout 
Troop 9 
7:00 PM  Life  

Singers 

29 
8:30 AM  Men's 
Group 
7:00 PM  Narcotics 

Anonymous 

30 

7:30 PM  Choir 

31 
3:45 PM  Bible 

Study 

1 2 
9:00 AM  Life  
Singers 
7:00 PM  Call & 

Caper Club 


