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I'tés hard t o b ehaveleeengaisediran thetdead. E a st
season is upon us! It seems like we just Paul states very clearly that Jesus
put away our Christmas trees and our  has in fact been raised from the dead and
wreaths and finished up singing carols anldis has a great impact on our lives. Paul
now ités time to getabes that Eadassasbeg tlhe ¢
the dye and candy. We move fromsingifigr ui t s of the resur algr i c

songs about Jesus 06 tufaliterntivery impodantbegaused hy
about His death and His victory over sin.demonstrates that the importance shouldsave that of our Lord and Savior, Jesus

One of the reasons | love the  not be placed on the actual first fruit, but Christ. Hope cannot be found in politicgl
Easter season is that it gives Christians af the general harvest that is to come. Itsystems (either by lobbying for change or
natural opportunity to saytotheworld a cel ebr ati on of Gtddylslegfslation); hopaicanmat Isesoupdi n
what we are for. Which Gaal provesrHjmself to be faithtful tin dnédgcal science (which can only pro-

views of Christians are what we are us. In other words, when we celebrate long our natural life); hope cannot be

against. We are againstthisandagainst] esus 6 resurr ect i o foyundiwpehilosophy (whieh kteedb to eohii n g
that. But with Easter, we get to show andiact that we will be resurrected one day asise more than clarify); hope can only bg
demonstrate to the world what itis thatwe e | | . I't i s God?os fognd ia tharestrreaion bfdesus Christh a t
truly stand for: life and victory over deathdoes not end with death, but continues This Easter season, as we cele
When Paul was writing the Corinforever and ever. brate the many changes at First Presbyle-

thian church in the e aNoloylythisabutthisdédmori-hei 886 €hurch of Downer ¢
AD, many had begun to see Christianityast r at es Jesusd®6 victbeywoved what pwwe|st af
a set of rules and regulations. Others hadnd the devil (1 Cor. 15:567). When we and show them that we stand for life over
abandoned those rules and began to seecelebrate Easter, we tell the world that death, peace over violence, the power gf
Christianity as a license to sin. Paul conthese powers of curse, of evil, of sin do nGod over the power of this world. Let us
fronts all of these issues, but in chapter Ifhatter because the power of life and the be joyful and celebrate this victory of Gqd!
he states very clearly what the crux of th@ower of God have conquered them. We

gospel is all about. Several people withirtell the world what we are for; we are for

the church had begun to doubt that the the power of God and the victory of God. B())-/
resurrection had ever happened. They The message of Easter is the message of

stated that there is no way Jesus could hope. There is no other hope in the world




' We thank you for your most generous gifts of time and talent that
you gave to us in making our FHL project so beautiful. The color
~~ choices and new furnishings provide an atmosphere of welcome
__ to all who enter the building. Your professional manner in how
* you handled decisions quickly and efficiently are a lesson to us

| all. Your eye for detall is clearly visible throughout the building. To
~ God be the glory great things He has done through you and the
- committee to allow us to share Christ with others in this environ-
ment of love and grace.

~ Love, your church family

ebruary 10th, 2008, marked an historic day for our
congregation as we celebrated the completion of the
Following His Lead campaign. Excitement was in the
air as we gathered with our friends and loved ones and
worshiped God's faithfulness, wandered through the
newly painted halls, and dreamed of the new possibili-

ties available to us. We listened to Rev. Jerry Andrews

preach on 6The Marks of the Church.
celebrated in true Presbyterian style A with great food 0

in the fellowship hall. Overall, it was an exciting day to

celebrate God's goodness among us.
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Check out a few of the many
photos that were taken on
Dedication Sunday on pages 6
& 7 of this newsletter.
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