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We have all heard of the
Great Awakening. It was a time ¢
unprecedented Christian growth i
our country. People were coming
Christ at record numbers, eager {
hear the message of salvation
through Jesus Christ the Lord.
During this time, Jonathan Ed-
wards, a young preacher from
Northampton, Massachusetts led
wonderful revival in his town and
in neighboring towns.

Northampton was remark-
able in many ways. They had a 1
cord number of conversions largg
through Edwards
There was, however, one thing th
killed this revival: they had to do ;
capital campaign. They had to rg
build the church.

Shortly after the new build
ing was dedicated, the revival
ceased to exist. It was killed by t
guestion of what sort of pews to

conclusion was simple (although
pfypical Edwardsian fashion, took
rmim quite a while to arrive at): th
twe should love one another bec
Christ loved us. We should dem
strate our love in the most eager
ways. We should forgive our
neighbors, seek reconciliation an
above all, demonstrate this love g
a sign of the kingdom of God herf
on earth.

| write this to you because
fear we might be in the same bog
d-have had several conversations
hwith church members (whose
hamesiwil aot bie repegted). The
aell of uncharitable attitudes to-
awards each other and towards thg
world. | have heard stories and c(
firmed them that tell of church
rmembers treating other church
members with disrespect, disregd
he@nd disgust. | have heard of hurt
feelings on both sides of the issus

install in the new building. Insteadt has to stop.

of the lost finding Christ, the towr]
became a cesspool of interpersol
strife, rampant pride, and undisci
plined sinners.

In light of all of this, Ed-
wards preached one of his most {
mous series of sermons of all tim
Charity and Its Fruitsa multiple
week series on 1 Corinthians 13,
which he laid out exactly what thq
Bible had to say about love. His

Il normally d
naehurch newsletter as a place to p
these types of concerns. But let n
explain. There is more at stake
here than just hurt feelings. Therg
anore at stake here than just the 4
gernals of a wonderful new build-
ing. What is at stake is our witneg
itowards the kingdom of God.

It is a sad thing when Chrig
tians cannot reconcile themselves
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cto one another. We are the peop
that God has reconciled to Himssg
INo other group in the world can
tclaim the intimate relationship tha
we have with God. No other grou
in the world can claim to be save
yand reconciled to God Himself.
We can only do this because Chr
eHimself reconciled us to God and
poffered Himself up for us in love.
We must do the same for our
church family.
ird If you feel that you may
have (or that you might have) of-
sended or hurt one of your brothe
or sisters in Christ, | urge you to
cepeht and to sk fort fdrgeveness
(biat person. If someone has of-
nfended or hurt you, | urge you to
forgive that person and seek recd
2ggiation with them. Be honest with
e another, because it is the on
way that we are going to grow in
she months and years ahead.
Personally, if | have of-
5-fended you in the last few month
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(Continued from pag#) FROM THE DEACONS

I apologlge anq ask for your forgiveness, Each one of us has one, if not more gifts that the Lord
have not intentionally tried to harm anyolehas bestowed upon us. Using our gifts provides the
If you wish to speak to me about this, | in- P ' 9 gims p )

. . hands, feet, heart and love of the Lord in our midst.
vite you to please do so, as my door is al- o .
ways open Some say that Ait i s when

Brothers and sisters, beloved in the that our God loves uso.

Lord, | write this because | do not want u
to become like Northampton. They lost t

S There is always a need for ushers at Sunday morning
) Nervices. Your Deacons help to ensure that we have
battle and were unable to reconcile themr \,ghers at each service. If a Deacon asks you to usher,

selves to one another. | urge and appealitq o, will he appreciated and it will be a sign to all of your
you that we can learn from the mistakes pf

service to your church.
the past-both from ours and from others y

Itis as we show love to one another (and |f your gift is hospitality, you are invited to participate in
really mean it) that the outside world will| the ministry to our homebound members and others who
be able to accept the message of the Gos-would enjoy a visit by a fellow member. Deacons make
pel. sure that our homebound members are cared for, but

My hope and my prayer is that we | many would love to have their friends from the church
will take this time to truly be reconciled tq visit them. Please contact a Deacon and find our more
one another. May we be the sign of the | ahout this ministry that brings the love of Jesus beyond
kingdom that the lost are looking for. the walls of our church building.

Bd— .

NOTES FROM SESSION

*EHL Committee has been dismissed with grateful thanks, as their work is done. Though as with
any major construction project there is still some detail work to be done. Help is always welcome.

**The Mission Study is underway and input from all congregational members is critical. Everyone's
(even if you are not a member, but feel as if this is your home) thoughts, ideas and dreams are
needed to help us become the church God wants us to be. Your prayerful participation in this impor-
tant event in our church’s life is of the utmost importance. Please become involved, make certain to
complete the Congregational Survey and return it to the church office by May 18th (if you were in
church on April 20th you have completed this part). The second phase is the short answer and dis-
cussion questions. These questions will be discussed in meetings at church on the 4th of May at 4
p.m. and/or in Life Groups. If you have questions please contact anyone on the Mission Study
Committee which is comprised of Mark Betczynski, Marc Hilt, Ken Wagner, Pam Wise and Lorri Ya-
houdy.

**A discussion/review of our staffing structure during this interim period was held at the last Session
Meeting. Concern over the additional work load on the staff at First Presbyterian was allayed during
this discussion. We are truly blessed to have people such as Pastor Bob, Vicky Wilcox, Ben Buck-
ley and Janice Widner in our midst. As the workload for all has increased, all have stepped up to
the plate and continue to hit home runs. It is very important at this time that we all pull together and
help out wherever we can. We are all blessed with different gifts and now is the time to share these
God given talents.
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STEPS IN THE CALL PROCESS

Pastor leaves and Session selects Interim Pastor with approval of Presbytefy

X Presbytery’'s Committee on Ministry ([CON
change process
X Departing Pastor and Congregation process separation issues

X Restructuring of current stadind leadership itheir roles and responsibilities during
interim period

Session begins seldssessment process

,§\ Study of Congregation and its Mission takes pl@acerently in progress)
A Groundwork laid for completing Church Information Form (CIF)

Congregation elects Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC)

é Committee on Ministry gives approval to proceed with election of PNC
é Slate of nominees prepared
A Special meeting of the Congregation called for election

PNC begins its work

,§\ Church Information Form (CIF) completed
,e\ Session and COM approval given
A CIF listed on Church Leadership Connection System (electronic listing)

~

A Search process formally begins
PNC conducts national open search for candidate

é\ Dossiers or Personal Information Forms (PIFs) read and evaluated
6 Potential candidates are considered after clearance by COM
A With Approval of COM, one nominee is selected to be presented to the Congregal

on
Congregates vote to call Pastor

A Nominee presented for vote
A Pastor called by Congregation, approved and Installed by Presbytery




Presbyterian Women—Celebrating and Serving Together

All women are invited and heartily encouraged ©ur next project will bé&Support Our Soldiers,

participate inthd=1 r st

Pr e s by t which wél take \Waxerdearingddsne. A collection

Summer SaladLuncheonon Saturday, Juné"7 bin will be provided to gather needed supplies,
at 12:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. Circle 4 mem{ which will then be shipped to our troops. Please
bers are delighted to hostess this event for yopwatch upcoming Sunday bulletins and the June
You are guaranteed delicious homemade salddsewsletter for more details about this project.
and desserts, enjoyable fellowship, followed by a

short business meeting. Child care will be avall-

able, if needed.

If you are already in a Circle, please RSVP by
calling your Circle Leader. If not, then please
make your reservation by contacting Ruth For
(630) 9637180, by Tuesday, Jun&'.3

o}

First Presbyterian Women wants to let everyo
know of a couple of service projects we are pl
ning for the months ahead. On the first Sunda
May, we will sponsor the collection fdiool &
Blanket Sunday. Presbyterian Women has
sponsored this for many years, coming alongs
Church World Service to support sustainable-§
help development, meet emergency needs, af
help address the root causes of poverty and p
erlessness. Just $5 will provide a blanket and
will provide a tool to people who most need

them. This is a very worthwhile project, provid}

ing life necessities locally as well as globally.

o}

Beginning in July and lasting through August,
Presbyterian Women will again leellecting
school suppliego be shared among two school
cdjstricts in need; Genesis One School in
Mendenhall, Mississippi and Northview Elemen-
tary School in Rantoul, lllinois. We want to assist
the school in Rantoul this year, as it is more local
and a district that suffers greater poverty. We are
NBrivileged to help serve both communities in this

Admall, yet significant way.
y N

So, please start thinking and praying about the
ways you can contribute to these very worthy
idauses. We are excited about all of these oppor-
sdifnities and look forward as to how God will use
nadbur contributions to help bring the love of Jesus
ot-those in need.
$15

(After) Pentecost Picnic @First Presbyterian
Join your church family to celebrate Pentecost with a traditional picniumday, May 18th fol-

lowing the worship service and Sunday School (beginning around noon). We are celebrating the
SundayafterPent ecost since Mother’'s Day and Pentec
ing crew will be provided, and we ask that each household bring a salad, vegetable side dish or des
sert to share. If the weather is sunny and nice, we will be out on the south lawn; if the weather is in
clement, we will be inside enjoying the fellowship and food. Watch for sign up information in your
Sunday bulletin. This is a great opportunity to invite your friends and family to First Presbyterian
Church. Questions? Call Judy Hessel at-868-6526.

o}
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Dear Faithful Friends in Christ,

The last few weeks have been quite busy, and | continue to seek God's pri-
orities daily as it's so difficult to anticipate the unexpected. Currently,

there's an epidemic of dysentery here in Cuamba, so I'm doing informal
health education in the hospital and in the communities where I'm known.
Praise God the staff is working hard, caring for the tripled patient load de-
spite horrendous conditions. Pray |
firming their work and their pleas for community cooperation.

Praise God for the good time in Mureera with the opportunity to visit local
health post, villagers, and observe community needs. Some at the Cross-
roads expressed need for a Protestant church as there is no Protestant wit-
ness there, only two small Catholic churches and mosques. These Christians
are from different denominations each traveling by foot or bicycling 5

miles each way to their church. Pray for God's clear direction as we seek

His face regarding this need.

My planned stay at Mata Fome didn't happened this month as chiefs had

other commitments. | will visit Mata Fome to advise how to protect them-

selves from dysentery. Pray the village chiefs will assist and for continued
open doors in Mata Fome.

Praise God for a few new participants in the Macawe study. Pray God's
principles, plan and awesome power over all evil forces come alive in the
hearts of participants as we study Exodus, and conclude an overview of
the Old Testament.

Plans are to re  -roof this house, so pray for Steven as he oversees the work,
and for patience with the noise and confusion and the ability to find qual-
ity quiet time to prepare for teaching.

Thanks for your faithful prayers and financial support. Words can't ex-
press how grateful | am for each of you who has joined me here through
your prayers, gifts, and notes of encouragement.

In Christ,
Millie Webster




Sunday Worship Service

9:30 am

Sunday School &
Adult Education Classes

11:00 am

Office Phone : 630-968-5432
Fax: 630-968-7498
E-mail ; officelstpres@sbcglobal.net

Website : www.firstpresdg.org

~ May Birthdays ~

May 6  Jacob Graham
May 6 Jens Jessen
May 6 Lorenzo Forieri
May 8  Andrew Esterly
May 8 Pati Webster
May 10  Judy Hessel
May 10  Nicole Salansky
May 13 Maggie Lynn Miller
May 13 Paul Fatora
May 14 Anne Gerth
May 14  Chad Meador
May 16 Mary Ellen Reynolds
May 16  Steven Crouch
May 17 Lynda Van Wey
May 17 Mark Brady
May 18  Jason Laczynski
May 18 Kristen Marino
May 19 Richard Turke
May 20 Marilee Price
May 21 Dave Repking
May 23 Lois Gray
May 25  Katharina Bradley
May 25 Roy Bartolomae
May 26 Brandi VanLeeuwen
May 28 Steven Wyent
May 29 Michael Erickson
May 30 Mike Yahoudy
May 31 Elizabeth Montgomery

~ May Anniversaries ~

&

May 1 Ken & Anne Gerth
May 5 Jack & Ruth Force
May 5 Michael & Karen Sherman
May 11 Jerry & Nadine Hunt
May 12 John & Cynthia Petro
May 17 Tom & Mary Ellen Reynolds
May 25 Marc & Meredith Hilt
May 27 Jim & Gail Gasper
May 27 Jay & Kristen Marino
May 27 Casey & Stephanie Quigley
May 28 Michael & Anne Tuchek

Staff

Bob Price

Associate Pastor
pastorbob75@yahoo.com

Vicki Wilcox
Seminary Intern
viswilcox@comcast.net

Reverend Paul Salansky
Pastor Emeritus

Janice Widner
~_ Office Coordinator
janicelstpres@sbcglobal.net

Ben Buckley
Choir/Worship Director
benjamin.j.buckley@gmail.com

Barbara Dickerman
Organist
highlandpipers@att.net

Marilee Price
Pianist
kinderhug@sbcglobal.net

Jim Gray
Treasurer
irman968@aol.com

Duane Bradley
Financial Secretary

duane@bradley5.org

Ken Webster, Jr.
Custodian

PREACHING SCHEDULE

May 46 Bob Price
Why does the Holy Spirit work in us?
Romans 8:410

May 118 Bob Price
When does the Holy Spirit work?
Galatians 5:1625

May 1838 Bob Price
How does the Holy Spirit work?
1 Corinthians 12:111

May 258 Guest Preacher

June 18 Dr. Ted Powers
Church Planting Coordinator
Mission to North America

June & Bob Price
Christian Family #3-Fathers
Ephesians 5:25:4

June 15 Bob Price
Christian Family #2-Mothers
Ephesians 5:25:4

<ﬁ:n If we have inadvertently left your name off these listings, antli you
wish to be on them, or you find a correction needed, please notify the
church office. Thank you!
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7:00 PM Oneway

May 2008
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday
1 2 3
, ) ) ) ) , 12:00 PM Chat'n 6:00 PM Prayer
There's a Famine Coming!June 67th will be this year's [chew Meeting
3:45 PM Bible 7:00 PM Call &
30 HOUR FAMINE. Study Caper Club
L. . . ) 7:30 PM Circle 5
This is an important time for students to raise awareness alpout
hunger issues around the worl&tudents will raise money, pal-
ticipate in a service project and go 30 hours with no food!
For more information, please see Pastor Bob.
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Communion 6:30 PM Deacon's |1:30 PM Circle2 [7:30 PM Choir 3:45 PM Bible 6:30 PM Second
Tool & Blanket Sunday Meeting 7:00 PM LIFE Study Friday
9:00 AM Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM Boy Scout|Group
9:30 AM Worship Troop 9 7:00 PM Narcotics
11:00 AM Leadership 101 7:30 PM LIFE Anonymous
11:00 AM LIFE Group Group
11:00 AM Sunday School
2:00 PM Rest Haven
5:00 PM Excel
7:00 PM Oneway
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Pentecost 7:00 PM Boy Scout|8:30 AM Men's 1:00 PM Circle3 ]9:30 AM Circle4 |Newsletter Deadline |3:00 PM Music
Mother's Day Troop 9 Group 4:00 PM The Edge |1:00 PM Circle 1 Recital
9:00 AM Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM Cub Pack |7:00 PM Narcotics |7:30 PM Choir 3:45 PM Bible
9:30 AM Worship 85, Den 3 Anonymous Study
11:00 AM Leadership 101 7:00 PM LIFE 7:30 PM LIFE
11:00 AM LIFE Group Group Group
11:00 AM Sunday School 7:30 PM Property
7:00 PM Oneway Management
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 AM Prayer Meeting 7:00 PM Boy Scout|8:30 AM Men's 7:00 PM Session |3:45PM Bible
9:30 AM Worship Troop 9 Group 7:30 PM Choir Study
11:00 AM Leadership 101 7:30 PM LIFE 7:00 PM LIFE
11:00 AM LIFE Group Group Group
11:00 AM Sunday School 7:00 PM Narcotics
12:00 PM Church Picnic Anonymous
5:00 PM Excel
7:00 PM Oneway
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 AM Prayer Meeting Memorial Day 8:30 AM Men's 4:00 PM The Edge |3:45 PM Bible 10:00 AM P.W.
9:30 AM Worship 7:00 PM Boy Scout|Group 6:00 PM Quilters | Study Coordinating Team
11:00 AM Leadership 101 Troop 9 7:00 PM Narcotics |7:30 PM Choir Meeting
11:00 AM LIFE Group 7:00 PM LIFE Anonymous 7:30 PM Quilters
11:00 AM Sunday School Group 7:30 PM LIFE
5:00 PM Excel Group

For latest additions, corrections and future events, visit

our website calendar awvww.firstpresdg.org
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If you are aware of any address changes or corrections,
please contact the church office. Thank You!

Please submitews, events and articlde
officelstpres@sbcglobal.néy Friday, May 16th

for the June | ssue of fAThe Tie That Binds. 0

~ In This Issue ~ First Presbyterian Church

of Downers Grove
PASTORBOB.......covviieivieiieeee e, COVER Buf ]l @i ng Belfevers in o
SESSIONNOTES.....ccovvevieireeveeienne R.2 g Dynamic worship of God
STEPSIN THE CALL PROCESS......... P.3 1 Vigorous study of His Word
T Loving care for one another

PRESBYTERIANWOMEN.................] P. 4 1 Commitment to His work in our

community and throughout the world
1 Sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ

LETTERFROM MILLIE WEBSTER......P. 5

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES........... P. 6
MAY CALENDAR ..c.vivieeeeieienannnn] p. 7 x
.~ bheck Out . *
. lir-" ==&
2 eh Poger

www.firstpresdg.org



mailto:mailto:www.firstpresdg.org
mailto:mailto:office1spres@sbcglobal.net

