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 As Samuel approached the 

tiny village of Bethlehem, he knew 

that God was about to reveal the new 

King of Israel.  But what happened 

next surprised him completely.  God 

chose the most unlikely of peopleða 

small unknown shepherd boy to rule 

over His people. 

 Had we lived in Israel at the 

time, we may have thought God lost 

his mind.  David?   How could David 

be the king?  He had done nothing of 

interest or of noteðhe was not a de-

scendent of kings. 

 And yet, God knew that David 

was to be king.  Slowly, God began to 

reveal to Israel exactly who He had 

made David to beða warrior, a leader, 

a king.  This did not happen overnight.  

Once Samuel anoints David, David 

continues on shepherding sheep and 

protecting his flock.  It wasnôt until his 

big moment before Goliath that Israel 

became aware of this courageous 

young shepherd boy.  Afterwards, 

through conflict and war, God revealed 

Davidôs true character to the people 

and they began to understand a small 

part of Godôs plan. 

 Who are you?  If we had asked 

David that he might have said, 

ñnothing special.ò  Maybe the question 

needs to be: ñWho does God want you 

to be?ò or ñWho is God revealing you 

to be?ò 

 Life is a process of revelation.  

Over the years God shows to the world 

who we truly are.  Through the events 

and circumstances that He places us in, 

He molds us to be His children.  He 

wants to show the world that we are 

truly His children.  He reveals us 

through the gifts, talents, struggles, 

triumphs, joys, sorrows, and abilities 

that encompass life. 

Part of the problem, though, is 

that we resist Godôs sculpting process.  

Sometimes, we would rather remain 

hidden in the rock rather than be re-

vealed.  We resist Godôs handiwork 

and avoid becoming who we were 

meant to be.  We ignore our spiritual 

gifts and misuse our talents. 

Part of what we are doing in 

October is asking ourselves the ques-

tion: ñWho does God want me to be?ò  

This can be a scary question that 

sometimes stretches us beyond what 

we think is possible or what we think 

is realistic. 

During our Renewal Weekend, 

we will have opportunities to discover 

our spiritual gifts and to allow God to 

work in us to reveal who we truly are 

and what He wants us to do. 

I hope and pray that this Octo-

ber will be a óGoliathô moment for 

you, where all of a sudden, you realize 

exactly who you are and the world be-

gins to see who God has created you to 

be. 

 

In Christ, 

Bob Price, Associate Pastor ñThe Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance,  

but the Lord looks on the heart.ò  

1 Sam. 16:7 

Mark your calendars for the 

weekend of October 10 & 11! 

You wonôt want to miss out on 

First Presô Renewal Weekend! 
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Towards The Call 

S 
ession is continuing to meet at its regularly scheduled dates as well as a number of spe-
cially called meetings. The main topic of discussion at these meetings has been the calling 
of a new pastor for our church. The special meetings were requested because several of 
the elders felt that there had been no final conclusions reached on several important mat-

ters.  These matters relate to the PNC and the calling of a new pastor.  Specifically, Session 
needs to address the following topics:   

 

1) The overall staffing plan for the church, mainly regarding pastors (number, type, etc.) and what 
the rest of the staffing will look like.   
 

2) Solidifying, a bit more, the salary range based on the above decisions regarding the staffing.   
 

3) A clear pastor description for the incoming pastor, based on needs, 
mission study, etc.  

 

The slate of candidates for the PNC and it's presentation to the congrega-
tion for election will hopefully occur within the next few weeks.  

 

Session is scheduled to meet on the third Wednesday of each month.  Any 
member of the congregation is free to attend/observe any of these meet-
ings. 

£ 

Renewal Weekendð 

 This October 10-11 we have a special opportunity for members of First Presbyterian to discover more 

about God and more about who they are. 

 We invite you to come to the church Friday, Oct 10 and Saturday Oct 11 for a time of worship, learn-

ing and discovery. 

 On Friday night, we will learn more about the ñGod who Reveals.ò Afterwards, we will fellowship 

with one another and share our hopes and dreams for the future. On Saturday morning, we will learn about 

ñWorshipping the God who Revealsò and about ñServing the God who Reveals.ò During this weekend, we 

will have opportunities to talk about our Spiritual Gifts, take an inventory, and learn about ourselves through 

ñShaped by the God who Reveals.ò 

 We will end the day on Saturday with a special dinner where we can share about our experiences with 

God and our experiences in ministry. 

 We hope and pray that you will take every advantage of this special opportunity. 

£ 
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Long time member, Wally Kleppner, will be moving at the end of September to be close to family.  Wally 

is one of our longest standing members and has unselfishly served this con-

gregation for many, many years in many capacities including Trustee, cook-

ing for Pioneer Club and a member of the esteemed men's painting club, 

"The Holy Rollers".  We will miss worshipping and serving God together 

with Wally, yet we know that the family of God is always united in Christ, 

and we share in his joy of being able to spend more time with his children 

and grandchildren. Wally, you've been a wonderful example to us - thank 

you and God bless you! 
 

 

WhirlyBall 
Some call it a sport.  Others call it a lesson 

in humility. I call it life! Agility, speed, 

strengthðnone of these qualities are of any 

use in the highly competitive world of 

WhirlyBall.  Although it combines  

lacrosse, hockey and basketball with bumper 

cars, WhirlyBall has caused great athletes of 

every stripe to laugh and shout their way 

to a crushing defeat.  Such was the scene as 

the combined Youth Groups of First Presby-

terian Church took to the court on Septem-

ber 7th.  A wild group of 25 youth and 

adults battled through numerous games and 

an untold number of jolting crashes to settle 

the question of who would reign supreme on 

the court.  It was the team captained by Ben 

Buckley and led to victory by "Darting" 

Dustin Bradley that crashed, scooped and scored their way to victory that day.  A great time was had by all 

and we hope that all will continue to participate in the weekly Youth Group meetings and activities here at 

First Presô!                                                                                                                                   ~Dave Dutch 

 

Show Your Pride 
Let the world know who we are. T-Shirts are available for purchase 

in the church office, or see Dave Dutch. They are gray in color 

and come with our church name and logo printed on the 

front.  Shirts are 1 for $10; 2 for $18; 3 or more for $8 per 

shirt. Think ahead! These T-shirts will make a great gift/stocking 

stuffer at Christmas.  A subtle way to let others know of your 

allegiance to Christ! 

Wallyôs New Address: 

DeKalb Area Retirement CenterðOak Crest 

2944 Greenwood Acres Drive 

DeKalb, IL 60115 


