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 óSuccessfulô churches are 

hard to come by. First, there is the 

troublesome definition of the word 

ósuccess.ô What does it mean to be 

successful?  The short answer to 

that question is that a successful 

church is the church that does the 

ministry that God has commis-

sioned them to do. 

 Successful churches have 

three discernible characteristics that 

make them successful. 

 First, they have a deep 

knowledge of Godôs character, of 

His presence, and of His being.  

Successful churches know the God 

they serve and how He acts in the 

world.  Knowledge of God is cru-

cial for a church and it is critical if 

they wish to do His will. God has 

revealed to us everything we need 

to know about Him in the Bible, the 

inerrant Word of God. Through 

reading and studying the Bible, we 

can really know who God is and 

how He acts in the world.  That is 

why this fall we are spending a 

great deal of time focusing on read-

ing and studying Godôs Word. 

 REVEAL , the fall renewal, 

will have ample opportunities for 

you to delve into Godôs Word.  We 

will begin our preaching series, 

Dust to Glory, on September 7th 

and we will be preaching from 

Genesis to Revelation. Also, we 

will have further opportunities for 

you to dive deeper. There will be a 

Sunday School class and LIFE 

Group opportunities for you to 

study the Bible, from the beginning 

to the end.  If you want to know 

God more and know His Word 

more, then I strongly encourage 

and exhort you to take part in one 

or more of these opportunities. 

 The second characteristic 

that ósuccessfuló churches have is  

 

 

 

 

 

 

an ability to know how God has 

made them and what special gifts 

God has given them. Each individ-

ual has been made differently.  But 

even more so, Christians have been 

given different spiritual gifts to 

help the church. A gift is meant to 

be given in service for the entire 

community. 

 REVEAL will provide op-

portunities for us to discern to-

gether and individually what our 

spiritual gifts are. God is still re-

vealing who we are to the world. 

Paul in the book of Romans talks 

about how all of creation is 

ñlonging for the revealing of the 

children of God.ò  This happens 

Bob Price, Associate Pastor ñThe glory of the Lord shall be revealedéò 

Isaiah 40:5 
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when Christians live their identity as Godôs children and put into 

practice the gifts that God has given them. This fall we will have 

times for you to discern your spiritual gifts, so you may under-

stand how God will use you for His kingdom and His glory.  

Make sure that you are with us for the renewal weekend Octo-

ber 10-11 to discover your unique spiritual gifts and how you 

might use them in the service of God. 

 The third characteristic that ósuccessfulô churches have is 

an understanding of Godôs plan as it has been revealed to them. 

Each church is shaped differently for different purposes. Every 

church is not meant to look exactly alike. We are not all meant 

to be Willow Creek or Saddleback or Northpoint. Each church 

has to discover Godôs unique plan for it. 

 REVEAL will also have opportunities for us to discover 

together what Godôs plan is for our church.  We will do this by 

discovering ways to reach out to the community by taking care 

of those in need and by ministering to the lost, the poor and the 

confused. A great beginning to all of this will happen on Sep-

tember 20th, our Service Day.  We will be helping people who 

need to love and to be loved by others. Our hope and prayer is 

that this will jumpstart us all into action and help us to see what 

God is calling our church to. 

 We are never a finished productéat least not this side of 

eternity. God is always changing us and shaping us for His pur-

poses.  This is the real significance of REVEAL . We want to 

see how God has revealed Himself to us and what God is calling 

us to be. I hope and pray that you will take these opportunities 

beginning September 7th to see all that God is revealing to you. 

(Continued from page 1)  
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I 
tôs time to rally the troops! On September 7th we will kick off the fall in style!  First, 

join us for a special worship service as we begin the REVEAL campaign to see how 

God is working in our lives. 

 

Following worship, it is time to party!  Join us in Fellowship Hall (outside weather 

permitting) for great hot dogs, cold root beer and scrumptious desserts!  Weôll introduce the 

theme for the year and kids will have an opportunity to meet their Sunday School teachers. 

After this, we have some good fun planned as the entire congregation will gather together for 

the 2008 Ultimate Trivia Challenge .  Questions will be asked for all genera-

tionsésome simpleéand someé.wellé.letôs just say we donôt call it óultimate ô for noth-

ing! 

 

The youth will continue the party later on in the evening as they head for Whirlyball!   

We also invite all church members who want to participate in this fun-filled, fast paced,  

action-packed game to come and join the party.  Afterwards, we will return to the church for 

root beer floats éand perhaps a nap!  

 

Mark the date on your calendar!  September 7th is Rally Day!  Come and be prepared for 

action! 
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September 20thðDay of Service 

REVEAL  is discovering more about God and about ourselves. We do this best as we serve others. Oftentimes 

we can see the face of God in those we are serving and we learn more about Godôs love. 

 

On September 20th we are asking you to join us as we give back for a day. We are going to be doing work pro-

jects for those who need help.  Projects may involve cleaning, light repair, some yard work and other odd jobs. 

 

We will be working in two different shifts, morning and afternoon. We will meet for lunch at the church and 

talk and learn a little bit about each other.  If you would like to serve on both shifts, you are more then wel-

comedéin fact, we encourage it! 

 

In the evening, we will meet back at the church for prayer and pizza!  We hope to see all of you at this day of 

service to the community! Questions can be directed to robert.c.price@gmail.com. 

I 
tôs time to get back in the gear for youth! 

Summer is nearly gone and the smell of lock-

ers, new books, paper and pencils has once 

again filled the air!  As the parents rejoice, the 

youth mourn. But to help you with those post-

summer, new school year blues, ONEWAY Student 

ministries is up and running and here to help you 

overcome those homework assignments! 

  

On September 7th itôs WHIRLYBALL action! Meet 

at the church at 5:30 and we will travel to Lombard to 

take to the court for the most exciting game since 

DODGEBALL. Bring your friends, invite your 

neighbors, but please leave your pets at home!  Weôre 

inviting the entire church to come and hang out with 

uséand who knowséwe might just have enough for 

the youth to take on the adultséwho will win?é

ok...well...we know the adults will. Mark your calen-

dars and come ready to play! 

Youth Group times resume normal hours on Septem-

ber 14th  (but note the difference from last year!). 

For Junior High this is 5:30-7:00. For Senior High 

this is 6:30-8:30.  This allows for some overlap for 

playing games together.  

 

We also want the youth to come out on September 

20th to join us for the Service Day (info above).  

 

Thursday afternoon Bible studies (4:00-5:00) begin up 

again on September 11th.  Please mark your calen-

dars, bring your Bible and join us at Caribou Coffee 

on Main Street. 

 

Looking ahead, we will be traveling to Stronghold on 

Halloween night (yes, thatôs Halloween night!)  Oct 

31-Nov 2 is our fall retreat.  Join us as we face our 

fearséand probably some of Shelleyôs nightmares! 

 

 

Youth NewsðSeptember 2008 

mailto:robert.c.price@gmail.com
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Second Fridayñ 
A Place to Belong 

The kids will be heading back to school, football 
games will soon start and so now itõs time for all 
to come back to Second Friday! We will kick off 
our first meeting on Friday, September 12th at 
6:30 pm.  
 

As you must know by now, Bob Jensen knows 
everything there is to know about Downers 
Grove, from Sears homes to Airman Art Chester 
to the Tivoli Theater and on and on. Bob will 
present a program entitled òMemories and Musi-
cal History of Downers Grove.ó  
 

Second Friday is for everyone in the church and 
your friends, too! We have a great potluck and 
time of fellowshipñsomething you donõt want 
to miss. So come back to Second Fridayñitõs a 
place to belong!  
 

Potluck at 6:30, Program at 7:30. See you then! 
Please contact Jane Rendall with any questions. 
630.968.5172 

¤ 

One of the steps in The Call process is to have the 
Nominating Committee put together a slate of 
nominees for election to the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC).  First things first however, and 
that means obtaining permission from The Com-
mittee on Ministry (a Presbytery committee) to 
begin this process.  Good newsñpermission has 
been granted and the PNC is hard at work in devel-
oping a slate of nominees.  Once this has been ac-
complished the membership of First Presbyterian 
will be asked to vote on these candidates.  This step, 
as all steps in the process are, is vitally important to 
the future of our church.  In the Presbyterian call 
system, the congregation gives authority to the 
PNC.  Once the PNC is elected, the other members 
of the congregation and the Session have no role in 
determining who will be the next pastor until the 
PNC is ready to recommend someone to the con-
gregation for a vote. 

¤ 

Towards The Call 



Preaching Schedule 
 

Sept 7 Intro to ñDust to Gloryò 

Sept 14 Genesis 1ðCreation 

Sept 21 Genesis 2:4-25ðThe Image of God 

Sept 28 Genesis 3:1-20ðThe Fall 

Oct 5  Genesis 12:1-3ðCovenant with Abraham 

Sunday Worship Service  

9:30 am  

Sunday School &  

Adult Education Classes  

11:00 am 

Office Phone : 630-968-5432 

Fax: 630-968-7498 

E-mail :  
office1stpres@sbcglobal.net  

Website : www.firstpresdg.org 

September  

Birthdays  

 

Kirsch, Larry       9/02  

Walko, Benjamin     9/02  

Zerwekh, Kiaya      9/03  

Bogan, Kira         9/04  

Meador, Shannon     9/05  

Simon, Roberta      9/06  

Wagner, Ken         9/07  

Sobolewski, Debbie  9/08  

Miller, Michelle    9/09  

Cottrell, Andy      9/13  

Murphy, Lester      9/13  

Barnish, Cameron    9/14  

Gasper, Jim         9/14  

Webster, Ellie      9/14  

Price, Ellie        9/15  

Tuchek, Michael     9/15  

Wilim, Jeanne       9/16  

Bradley, Dustin     9/17  

Salansky, Tom       9/17  

Freischlag, Cody    9/18  

Yahoudy, Mark       9/18  

Esterly, Jake       9/19  

Graham, Aaron       9/20  

Sire, Marj          9/20  

Gasper, Elli        9/22  

Freischlag, Peter   9/23  

Gerth, Ken          9/24  

Dwyer, Barbara      9/25  

Kaleel, Rick        9/25  

Joseph, Maria       9/26  

Agnew, Russ         9/27  

Andrews, Nathan     9/28  

Turke, Carol        9/29  

 

September Anniversaries  
 

Tom & Stephanie Salansky  9/03  

Jake & Elizabeth Esterly  9/09  

Dennis & Shirley Wyent    9/14  

George & Lycia Honaker    9/22  

Andy & Amy Cottrell       9/30  

William & Helen Kraus     9/30  

Dan & Julie Murray        9/30  

Doug & Pam Wise           9/30  

 

If we have inadvertently left your name off 

these listings, and you wish to be on them, 

or you find a correction needed, please  

notify the church office. Thank you! 

First Presô Staff 

Bob Price  
Associate Pastor 

robert.c.price@gmail.com 
 

 

Reverend Paul Salansky  
Pastor Emeritus 

 

Janice Widner  
Office Coordinator 

janice1stpres@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ben Buckley  
Music Director 

benjamin.j.buckley@gmail.com 
 

Barbara Dickerman  
Organist 

highlandpipers@att.net 
 

Marilee Price  
Pianist 

kinderhug@sbcglobal.net 
 

Jim Gray  
Treasurer 

irman968@aol.com 
 

Duane Bradley  
Financial Secretary 

duane@bradley5.org 
 

Ken Webster, Jr.  
Custodian 

Worship  

Attendance  
 

July 20 125 

July 27 98 

Aug 3 129 

Aug 10 129 

Aug 17 144 
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