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What makes a community?  

Is it the price we pay for a car?  Is 

it the type of house we have?  Does 

it make a difference whether or not 

everybody is ólike me?ô  What is at 

the heart of community? 

Community is such a hard 

concept because society has eroded 

the bonds of community. Rick 

Warren taught us that the most evil 

invention in the history of the 

world was the garage door opener.  

Maybe heôs got a point. 

But the problem is that so 

many people are looking for au-

thentic communities.  People want 

to be in relationship with one an-

other, and yet they fail to reach and 

establish a real connection with an-

other person.  Even I am guilty of 

this. 

Johnôs letters to his 

churches provide some key insights 

for us in terms of community.  If 

we are searching an answer to the 

question: what does it mean to be a 

Christian community, we need to 

take a look at Johnôs Epistles.   

Written for several 

churches, each experiencing some 

difficult times, John addresses 

some of the basic needs we all feel.  

What is the basis of true commu-

nity?  The answer of course is love 

for Jesus.  But more than that, a 

true Christian community is based 

in love for Jesus that is expressed 

in love for each other.   

Only as we love one an-

other, and allow ourselves to be 

loved, do we truly understand the 

Christian community. God did not 

intend for us to be alone.  Even in 

the Garden of Eden, God created 

man and woman.  After that, God 

tells them to go forth and multiply.  

The founding of the first cities are 

seen as good things.  And itôs im-

portant for us to realize that the 

heaven described in Revelation is 

not a Eden-like paradiseéit is in 

fact, a cityéa community based in 

the ideas of love for God and love 

for each other. 

The church is supposed to 

be a mirroréalthough at times it 

can be a poor mirror, of the things 

that will take place in eternity.  By 

understanding what it means to live 

in community, we can offer the 

world an alternative to what it has 

been living for all these years.   

I hope that we will take the 

message of the Johannine epistles 

to heart.  I hope we will learn to 

live in community and to share 

Godôs love with the people who 

need to hear this message and want 

to experience true community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Price, Associate Pastor ñIf we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.ò 

1 John 1:7 

Preaching Schedule 
 

July 20ð1 John 2:18-26 

July 27ð1 John 2 :27-3:18 

Aug 3ð1 John 3:19-4:6 

Aug 10ð1 John 4:7-21 

Aug 17ð1 John 5:1-12 

Aug 24ð1 John 5:13-21 

Aug 31ð2 John 

Sunday Worship Service  

9:30 am  

Sunday School &  

Adult Education Classes  

11:00 am 

Office Phone : 630-968-5432 

Fax: 630-968-7498 

E-mail : office1stpres@sbcglobal.net  

Website : www.firstpresdg.org 

mailto:office1spres@sbcglobal.net
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Sacrament of Baptism 
 

We congratulate  
 

~ Lorenzo Forieri ~ 

~ Michele Forieri  ~ 
Sons of Paul & Victoria Forieri 

 

in their recent receiving 

of the Sacrament of Baptism. 

We welcome into the family of  

First Presbyterian Churchð 
 

~ Olivia Hope Price ~ 
Born June 27, 2008 

Daughter of Bob and Marilee Price 
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Progress is indeed being made towards the time when we will be making "The Call" for a new Pastor to lead 

our congregation into the future.  As the Committee on Ministry told us in December, it is a long process, that 

from start to finish, will take between 18 to 24 months. Beginning at the end of 2007, we still have a 

good deal of work ahead of us. Calling a new pastor is a process that is  replete with deliberate steps/stages 

that must occur and we are nearing the end of one, the Mission Study.  The study is winding down, however 

several more weeks of work remain, with the summarization of information gained through our church-wide 

surveys, focus groups and other research.  The final document will be instrumental in the preparation of the 

Church Information Form (CIF) that will be used as a basis in the search for our new Pastor.  The final Mis-

sion Study Report will  address topics such as mission statement, mission study process and structure, history 

of First Pres and who we are today, demographics of our church, Downers Grove and surrounding communi-

ties, current church staffing, active ministries, programs and volunteer positions, church facilities, survey 

summary, key findings of the Mission Study Survey, core strengths, challenges of our church and action steps 

to be taken, our vision for the future, and desired characteristics of our new Pastor.  Upon completion The 

Mission Study Report will be available for all congregational members to review and discuss at a ótown hallô 

type meeting. 

     "Ascribe to the Lord the glory due is name; worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness."  Psalm 29:2 

Towards The Call 
 

The Mission Study 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

  

Thanks for your faithful prayers and notes of encouragement.  

After prayerfully considering ministry and how it slows during 

the rainy season, I'm considering home assignment Nov 08 -  

April 09 rather than later as planned.  Please pray for God's con-

firmation and His provision of a reliable car and accommo-

dations during that time.  

  

Praise God for the continuing interest in Mitukwe 

and Macawe but need wisdom to know how to stimu-

late participants to share with others what they're learning.  I 

praise God that He is clearly at work building bridges and open-

ing new doors for ministry in the Mitukwe area.   

 

I'm so thankful God is merciful, gracious, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. He continues to 

remind me He's my loving Heavenly Father, ready and willing 

to forgive. May you know His mercy, compassion and loving 

kindness day by day as you fellowship with Him.  

  

In Christ,  

Millie  
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Pictured above are some of the men who gather for the Tuesday morning Menôs Group.  We meet each week 

at 8:30am to share stories, jokes, life experiences, travels, and current news events. We also have a Bible Study 

and are currently being challenged by the Book of Revelation. Pastor Bob joins us occasionally to help untan-

gle confusing passages and provide greater clarity as to the truth of Godôs Word. 
 

The group is informal and primarily comprised of retired men, but all men are welcome, including guests such 

as relatives, neighbors, etc.  Current óregularsô are Jim Gray, George Rendall, Russ Agnew, Jack Force, Tom 

Salansky, Jake Esterly and Dick Barry.  We are always open to welcoming new participants, whether you are 

able to come each week or not. Please feel free to contact the church office or one of the gentlemen listed 

above with any questions. 

Prayer Coordinator �³ This person would organize prayer meetings and efforts for our fall renewal.  
They would be responsible for planning at least one prayer meeting, but also would keep prayer 
requests before the congregation.  They would also devise and develop creative ways to help our 
congregation be in a prayerful spirit as we embark on our future journey towards a new pastor.  

Adult Sunday School Teacher (2)�³ We need two people who want to teach an Adult Sunday 
School Class entitled "Bible 101" using the Dust to Glory curriculum.  This class is intended to be a 
risk free, fear free zone where people can learn the overview of the Bible.  Very little preparation is 
required, so don't be scared if you don't feel you have enough knowledge.  

Small Group Leader (2)�³ We need two people who would be willing to lead a small group study 
of Dust to Glory, an overview of the Bible.  Again, this is intended to be a risk free, fear free zone 
where people can learn the basics of the Bible.  Very little preparation is required of the leaders. 

Service Project Coordinator �³ We need an individual who is willing to help line up some service 
projects for both our September 20th service day as well as ongoing opportunities for LIFE groups 
and the congregation at large. 

Food Czar�³ We need an individual (or two) who would be willing to help coordinate food (two 
meals) and snacks for our weekend fall renewal (Oct. 10-11).  This would require organizing some 
kitchen staff to help set up and clean up on these days 


